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SUBJ: ROK AMBASSADOR CALL ON UNDER SECRETARY EOR POLITICAL 
AFEAIRS 

SUMMARY: ROK AMBASSADOR HAHM PYONG CHOON MADE A COURTESY 
CALL ON UNDER SECRETARY SISCO MARCH 25 AT 4 PM. DIRECTOR 
OE KOREAN AEFAIRS AND ROK POLITICAL COUNSELOR KIM TAB 
ZHEE WERE ALSO PRESENT. CONVERSATION FOCUSED PRINCIPALLY 
ON NORTH KOREAN ATTITUDES, THE UN AND THE INTERNAL POLITI- 
CAL SITUATION IN THE ROK 
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1. NORTH KOAN ATTITUDES. HAHM SAID THE SOUTH-NORTH 
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TALKS HAD BEEN A DISAPPOINTMENT, THAT IT HAD BECOME CLEAR 
THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO CHANGE IN NORTH KOREA'S COMMITMENT 
TO "NATIONAL REVOLUTION" IN THE SOUTH. HE CONTRASTED THE 
APPROACH OF THE TWO SIDES IN FAMILIAR TERMS; THAT THE SOUTH 
WANTED TO DEVELOP A RELATIONSHIP WITH THE NORTH BASED ON 
SUCCESSIVE STEPS OF A NON-POLITICAL NATURE WHILE THE NORTH 
WANTED IMMEDIATE AGREEMENT ON BROAD PRINCIPLES EOR THE 
CONDUCT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THEM. HAHM COMMENTED THAT AL- 
THOUGH WE HAD LITTLE KNOWLEDGE ABOUT INTERNAL DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THE NORTH IT APPEARS THAT HARD LINERS WERE COMING TO 
POWER. IN RESPONSE TO THE UNDER SECRETARY'S QUESTION AS TO 
WHY THIS WAS SO, HAHM SAID THE NORTH KOANS APPARENTLY HAD 
CONCLUDED THAT THEIR EXPERIMENT WITH A PEACE DEFENSIVE HAD 
NOT BEEN PRODUCTIVE. 

2. THERE WAS SOME DISCUSSION OF THE NORTH KOREAN PROPOSAL 
TO THE UNITED STATES FOR DIRECT NEGOTIATION. HAHM WAS CON- 
VINCED THAT THE NORTH KOREANS INTENDED TO DRIVE A WEDGE 
BETWEEN THE ROK AND US AND THAT THE NORTH WAS PREPARING 
ITS POSITION EOR THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY THIS EALL. HE 
ALSO THOUGHT THAT IT WAS A WARNING TO THE USSR AND PRC 
THAT THESE TWO COUNTRIES SHOULD NOT TRY TO TALK TO THE US 
OVER THE NORTH'S HEAD. 

3. UNITED NATIONS. SISCO SAID IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE 
TO AVOID A DEBATE IF THIS WERE POSSIBLE. HE COMMENTED 
THAT WE HAD NOTED SOME INTEREST IN THE IDEA OF A PRE- 
EMPTIVE MOVE ON THE PART OF SUPPORTERS OF THE ROK. IT WAS 
HIS OPINION THAT SUCH A MOVE COULD SOMETIMES PROVIDE A 
TACTICAL ADVANTAGE BUT NOT WHEN THE SUBSTANTIVE POSITION 
WAS IN JEOPARDY. HE THOUGHT THESE VIEWS APPLIED TO THE 
PRESENT SITUATION. HE NOTED THAT PROGRESS IN THE SOUTH- 
NORTH TALKS COULD BE HELPFUL IN CONTROLLING THE SITUATION 
IN NEW YORK. HE SAID WE WOULD BE CONSULTING CLOSELY WITH 
THE ROKG ON THE WHOLE QUESTION. HAHM COMMENTED THAT IT 
WAS THE WISH OF HIS GOVERNMENT TO GET THE KOREAN QUESTION 
OUT OF THE UN IN SO FAR AS POSSIBLE. 

4. ROK DOMESTIC SITUATION. HAHM OF HIS OWN ACCORD 
LAUNCHED INTO AN EXTENDED APOLOGY EOR THE KOREAN GOVERN- 
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MENT'S TIGHTENING OF INTERNAL CONTROL. HE SAID THE 
POPULACE WAS RESTIVE BECAUSE OE UNCERTAINTY ABOUT THE 
NORTH'S INTENTION AND BECAUSE OF THE ECONOMIC SLOWDOWN 
CAUSED BY THE ENERGY CRISES. HE NOTED THAT RAPID ECONOMIC 
GROWTH BROUGHT SOCIAL PROBLEMS AND THAT THE RELATIVE IN- 
CREASE IN LIVING STANDARDS HAD EOCUSED ATTENTION ON THESE. 

HE ADDED THAT THE POSITION OF INTELLECTUALS IN KOREAN 
SOCIETY BOTH IN TERMS OF ECONOMIC REWARD AND PRESTIGE HAD 
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SLIPPED AND THAT THIS TO A CONSIDERABLE EXTENT EXPLAINED 
THEIR UNHAPPINESS WITH THE GOVERNMENT. 

5. HE DEVELOPED AT SOME LENGTH THE POSITION OF CHRISTIAN 
GROUPS IN KOREA. HE NOTED THAT MODERNIZATION HAD COME TO 
A CONSERABLE EXTENT THROUGH THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH AND THAT 
CHRISTIANS, PARTICULARLY CLERGY, HAD HELD A DISPROPORTION- 
ATE SHARE OE THE POLITICAL POWER IN THE EARLY POST- WORLD 
WAR II DAYS. HE EMPHASIZED THAT CHRISTIANS CONSTITUTED 
LESS THANO OE THE POPULATION AND SAID IN ESSENCE THAT IF 
CHRISTIAN GROUPS IN KOREA APPEAR TO SET THEMSELVES AGAINST 
THE VIEWS AND OUTLOOK OF THE MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE THEY 
WOULD BE SETTING THE STAGE FOR A DISASTROUS INTERNAL BE- 
ACTION. HE CHARGED THAT SOME KOREAN CHRISTIANS WERE AP- 
PEALING TO AMERICAN CHURCHES TO PUT PRESSURE ON THE US 

GOVERNMENT TO ACT AGAINST THE ROKG. HE SAID THEY RISK 
DESTROYING THE KOREAN CHURCH IN KOREA BY POLITICIZING IT. 
WHEN ASKED BY SISCO HOW REAL THIS DANGER WAS, RANARD SAID 
HE DID NOT AGREE WITH THE AMBASSADOR. HE THOUGHT THAT EVI- 
DENCE WAS CLEAR THAT THE INDIGENOUS CHRISTIAN CHURCH WAS 
ACTING FROM A KOREAN MOTIVATION AND WAS FAR OUT IN FRONT 
OF FOREIGN MISSIONARY GROUPS. 

6. HAHM IN AN EMOTIONAL REJOINDER SAID THAT WHILE AMERI- 
CAN CHRISTIANS COULD SHOW THEIR CONCERN ABOUT KOREA AS 
FELLOW CHRISTIANS, IF IT CAME TO CRITICISM BY THE USG OR 
THE US CONGRESS, THIS WOULD PLAY INTO THE HANDS OF ANTI- 
CHRISTIANS IN THE ROK. IN AN ASIDE HE NOTED THAT HE HIM- 
SELF AS A CHRISTIAN AND AS THE SON OF A PROMINENT KOREAN 
CLERGYMAN AND ONE TIME VICE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC HAD 
BEEN BITTERLY CRITICIZED BY THE CHURCH GROUPS FOR HIS 
SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT. 
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7. ECONOMIC MATTERS. IN A GENERAL REVIEW OF KOREA'S 
ECONOMIC SITUATION HAHM ARGUED THAT KOREA NEEDED SPECIAL 
CONSIDERATION FROM THE US IN THE PURCHASE OF FOOD AND RAW 
MATERIALS AND SCRAP IRON TO ENABLE IT TO MOVE FROM THE 
POSITION OF AID RECIPIENT TO FULL FLEDGED ADING PARTNER. 

HE NOTED THAT EXPORTS WERE NOT AS MUCH A PROBLEM AS WAS 
THE PURCHASE OF MATERIALS WHICH KOREA NEEDED. HE COMMENT- 
ED SPECIFICALLY ON THE SURCHARGE OF $12 A TON WHICH US 
SHIPPERS INTEND TO PLACE ON SHIPMENTS TO KOREA AND SAID 
THIS WOULD SIGNIFICANTLY RAISE THE PRICE OF IMPORTS FROM 
THE UNITED STATES. 

COMMENT: WE HAVE REPORTED HAHM'S COMMENTS ON ROK DOMESTIC 
DEVELOPMENTS AT SOME LENGTH BECAUSE THEY APPARENTLY RE- 
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FLECT THE LINE HE IS TAKING WITH AMERICAN GROUPS AND 
BECAUSE WE GATHER THESE COMMENTS REFLECT HIS REACTION TO 
LETTERS AND COMMENTS HE HAS BEEN RECEIVING EROM THE 
AMERICAN MEDIA, ACADEMIC COMMUNITY AND THE CONGRESS. 

KISSINGER 
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